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Ignaz Semmelweis  
 
Questions 
1 Read the information below and highlight the correct word for each sentence.  

Semmelweis was a doctor. He observed/predicted that a lot of women died 
soon after pregnancy/child birth. He noticed that women were less/more 
likely to die/live if the doctor delivering the baby had come straight from 
dissecting a dead body/working with dangerous chemicals.  
 
He hypothesised/concluded that doctors were passing infections from the 
bodies of dead patients to the women in childbirth. Many patients/doctors did 
not agree with him as they felt that they could not be the cause of the deaths. 
He insisted that his medical students sterilise/wash their 
equipment/hands before delivering babies and the rate of deaths 
decreased/increased.  

2 Answer the questions below about the graph 

a Estimating from the graph, what year did hand washing become compulsory? 
 
b Why do you think death rates continued to decrease after hand washing was 

introduced? 

  (1 mark) 

c Estimate the lowest and highest death rate  
     (1 mark) 
d Calculate the percentage decrease in deaths from 1869 – 1875? 
    (2 mark) 
  
3 Describe an experiment Semmelweis could have conducted to prove his 
hypothesis that hand washing prevented disease.  (3 mark) 
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